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Dear readers
This is the first issue of Small Wild Cat Conservation News
(SWCCN). Therefore we must answer certain obvious
questions. Is yet another conservation newsletter needed,
especially one dedicated to small wild cat conservation issues?
Do any of us need more work to do? The answers to these two
questions are: absolutely yes and definitely no. Popular
demand from colleagues, partners, students, donors, and
sponsors for an online newsletter dedicated to small wild cat
conservation reached a critical state. No similar timely free
newsletter exists. Many people want to know what’s happening
and who’s who in the small cat world, so many that a newsletter
seems the best way to handle demand for timely information.
The content editors, Angie Appel and I are often the first place
questions come. We feel like information central and we often
supply the same information to different questioners. To this
end SWCCN’s objective is to bring together and regularly
update news on all 28 species of small wild cats in need of
such an information service, and to provide this information free
online to researchers, conservationists, donors, sponsors,
elementary school kids working on class assignments, and
anyone else who asks. Having two content editors reduces the burden. Eventually we hope to have
species editors for each of the 28 small wild cat species.
Igor Khorozyan will act as the GeorgAugustUniversität Göttingen editor responsible for providing
timely updates on the academic program at GeorgAugustUniversität Göttingen, Germany. The
formal announcement for this unique program is included below. In addition, Valerie Face will act as
SWCCN’s outreach editor soliciting comments from donors, sponsors, and others wishing to
contribute. In this way SWCCN can satisfy the demand for information, and obtain feedback from the
people and organizations that support the conservation of small wild cats worldwide. SWCCN
encourages donors and partners to contribute their views.
Being online and free to all, SWCCN can be published anytime without a regular schedule, thus
further reducing pressure to meet a deadline. SWCCN will also serve the best interests of the small
but dedicated group who really care enough about small wild cat conservation to invest their time
and energy. Many of these people work alone almost in complete isolation, and without the support
network of a large organization. To reduce this isolation we envision all published articles will include
a picture of the author(s). Though we all think globally, most of us work locally. Let’s get to know our
community better.
SWCCN will concentrate on those 28 species currently receiving less attention than they deserve.
The seven big cats and two clouded leopards receive generous support from Cheetah Conservation
Fund, Cheetah Conservation Botswana, Jaguar Conservation Fund, National Geographic Big Cat
Initiative, Panthera, Snow Leopard Conservancy, Snow Leopard Trust, Wildlife Conservation Society,
and World Wildlife Fund, and every state in the USA that has pumas, just to name the larger
organizations. Panthera announced the launch of Project Pardus, a longoverdue effort to help
leopards, several distinct populations of which are on the edge of extinction. Annually many $10s of
millions of US dollars are being invested in big cat conservation efforts. Less than 1% of this total
goes into the conservation of the smallest small cat species, four of which are IUCN Red List
Endangered and just as threatened with extinction as tigers and snow leopards.
As a service to our community SWCCN will also include articles already published elsewhere by our
community members with their permission. In this way, important articles can be obtained quickly
without cost. We will also publish book reviews by and solicit guest articles from members of our
community.
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In this issue SWCCN announces and describes an academic program under the umbrella of the
Workgroup on Endangered Species, GeorgAugust University, Göttingen, Germany for students to
study wild cats. Igor Khorozyan provides an update of the program.
You might also be interested to know that I have been collecting wild cat postage stamps for more
than two decades. My collection is extensive but by no measure exhaustive. An analysis of all wild
cat postage stamps reveals what you might already suspect is true: small cats are sadly under
represented on the world’s postage stamps. Lions have been depicted on more than 900 stamps,
Tigers on 700; Andean Cats appear on just four. Surprisingly, all but one wild cat species has been
depicted on at least one postage stamp. You must read the article to learn which cat has been
completely overlooked, but here is a hint: this cat was the last wild cat to be described to science. I
am working with the United Nations Postal Administration to correct this egregious omission.
SWCCN leaves it up to our readers to correct the egregious omissions in the species editor list. In
the words of Charlie Knowles, cofounder and president of the Wildlife Conservation Network, small
wild cats have a small but dedicated following. SWCCN can be the glue that binds us together. In
2016 we will have a Global Small Wild Cat Conservation Summit where small cat conservationists
will meet facetoface and discuss conservation issues together. Such a summit has long been my
dream. To make it a reality a venue search is underway. In future issues I’ll keep you all informed.
Start setting some grant funding aside because I anticipate that getting support for our meeting will
be difficult. Nevertheless, such a meeting will take place. Small cats have faced far greater hurdles
than this. So have we all.

Our network of partners working to
conserve small cats around the world
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Why conserve small wild cats?
Jim SANDERSON

T

he family of cats we see today is the sole surviving lineage of four distinct lineages of wild cats that
evolved over the past 37 million years. The extinct Sabertoothed lineage with at least 25 members
included Smilodon fatalis, the most widely recognized of the sabertoothed cats. Though formidable,
the last surviving members disappeared some 12,000 years ago. Only the conicaltoothed cats, the 37
species we know today, represent the cat family. Evolution does not produce superfluous species so
all these cats must be doing something right. The question is: what is it these cats are doing? Why are
they important? The simple answer is that all wild cats maintain a higher diversity of species than would
exist without them. In other words, were any of the cats to disappear we would see a disproportionately
larger decline in biodiversity. Biodiversity in the region of wild cat disappearance would be reduced to
the most common species that sequester resources, and species that were once rare would most likely
disappear entirely. A cascade of biodiversity loss would take place. How do we know this will happen?
Previous studies make this clear.
Hairston et al. (1960) suggested population limitation depends on the trophic level. They wrote “our
general conclusions are:
(1) Populations of producers, carnivores, and decomposers are limited by their respective resources
in the classical densitydependent fashion.
(2) Interspecific competition must necessarily exist among the members of these three trophic levels.
(3) Herbivores are seldom food limited, appear most often to be predatorlimited and therefore are
not likely to compete for common resources.”

Thus, in many cases predators act to limit populations of herbivores while competing for resources
within their guild. Driscoll et al. (2007) suggested that the Wildcat (Felis silvestris), well known for
their rodent hunting ability, began coexisting with humans in the Near East, most likely coincident
with the birth of agricultural villages in the Fertile Crescent around 10,000 years ago. Mukherjee et al.
(2004) estimated that 73% (189 g) and 84% (309 g) of the diet of Jungle Cat (Felis chaus) and
Caracal (Caracal caracal), respectively, was rodents.
Paine (1966) tells us what happens to a community when a top predator is removed. He studied the
impact of removing a predator, in his study the starfish (Pisaster ochraceus), from a rocky intertidal
shore of the Pacific Coast of North America. Pisaster was the top predator in the system. Paine
concluded “Local species diversity is directly related to the efficiency with which predators prevent
the monopolization of the major environmental requisites by one species.” The removal of Pisaster,
Paine wrote, has resulted in a pronounced decrease in diversity, as measured simply by counting
species in this area, whether consumed by Pisaster or not, from 15 to an eight species system. Rare
species disappeared as the most abundant top herbivores colonized more space competitively
eliminating weaker competitors, and monopolized resources.
Paine (1966) demonstrated experimentally what was long suspected to be true: predators maintain
higher diversity than would otherwise exist, a theory firmly rooted in ecological theory and practice.
Gause (1934), Lack (1949), and Slobodkin (1961) among others suggested that predation (and
parasitism) is capable of preventing extinctions. We now know that in the air, on land, in lakes, in
reefs, and in the ocean the existence of predators maintains higher biodiversity than would otherwise
exist. The loss of predators results in a cascade of biodiversity losses. The amount of loss depends
on the complexity of the food web. Food webs with complex guilds of predators suffer less because
of intense competition for resources within guilds.
Wild cats typically prey upon the most abundant species, those that would successfully outcompete
other species that depend on similar resources. By preying on these successful competitors, cats
reduce their abundance making it possible for weaker competitors to coexist with more common
superior competitors. Remove the cat and biodiversity decreases while rodent pest populations soar.
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While seven big cats typically prey upon large species, the 30 species of smaller cats prey on
smaller species. A good example is the common Leopard Cat (Prionailurus bengalensis) whose
populations have exploded as a result of the spread of palm oil plantations in Southeast Asia. It turns
out that rats are fond of palm nuts, and the favored prey of leopard cats is rats. Walk into most any oil
palm plantation at night wearing a head lamp and you’re likely to see two green eyes looking back at
you. The leopard cat is out hunting its favorite meal. Eliminate leopard cats, the sole predator of
nocturnal rats, and the rat population would explode. Why should we care? Because rats are
considered human commensals, able to live around humans, and spread diseases like the plague
that is often fatal to humans.

A Leopard Cat sneaking by a camera trap in the Annapurna
Conservation Area, Nepal. Photo: Friends of Nature and Angie Appel

From the smallest wild cat, the Rustyspotted Cat (P. rubiginosus), all wild cats go about their lives
preying upon other animals including rodents providing an ecosystem service at no cost to humans.
All they want is to be left alone to live out their lives. Given half a chance wild cats can take care of
themselves if we humans can just give them some space and leave them alone. Our conservation
effort seems simple enough – simply do nothing. The hard part is making sure everyone else does
nothing.

References
Driscoll, C. A., M. MenottiRaymond, A. L. Roca, K. Hupe, W. E. Johnson, E. Geffen, E. H. Harley, M.
Delibes, D. Pontier, A. C. Kitchener, N. Yamaguchi, S. J. O’Brien, and D. W. Macdonald. 2007.
The Near Eastern Origin of Cat Domestication. Science 317: 519–523.
Hairston, N. G., F. E. Smith, and L. B. Slobodkin. 1960. Community structure, population control, and
competition. The American Naturalist 94: 421–425.
Gause, G. F. 1934. The struggle for existence. Williams and Wilkins Co., Baltimore.
Lack, D. 1949. The significance of ecological isolation. Pgs 299–308 in G. L. Jepsen, G. G. Simpson,
and E. Mayr. (Eds.) Genetics, paleontology, and evolution. Princeton University Press, Princeton.
Mukherjee, S., S. P. Goyal, A. J. T. Johnsingh, and M. R. P. L. Pitman. 2004. The importance of
rodents in the diet of jungle cat (Felis chaus), caracal (Caracal caracal) and golden jackal (Canis
aureus) in Sariska Tiger Reserve, Rajasthan, India. Journal of Zoology 262: 405–411.
Paine, R. T. 1966. Food web complexity and species diversity. The American Naturalist 100 (910):
65–75.
Slobodkin, L. B. 1961. Growth and regulation of animal populations. Holt, Rinehart, and Winston,
New York.

Small Wild Cat Conservation News, Inaugural volume, May 2015

5
Congratulations to ..
Ashan Thudugala, Sri Lanka

Tiasa Adhya and Partha Dey, India

Ashan received a Wildlife Conservation Network
(WCN) Sidney Byers Scholarship.
In 2014, Ashan cared for two orphaned Fishing
Cats during his Fishing Cat conservation project
in Sri Lanka's Kandy District. He conducts
workshops for school children about small wild
cats in Sri Lanka and teaches them how they can
contribute to their conservation.

Mariya Gritsina, Uzbekistan

Tiasa (right) and Partha (left) received a grant
from the Mohamed bin Zayed Species
Conservation Fund for their project titled
Towards legal protection for the endangered
Fishing Cat through Community Reserve
(IUCN Protected Area Category IV), suburban
Calcutta, West Bengal

Neville Buck, UK
Neville recently documented the behavior of a
Fishing Cat under water. See his amazing video.

Alejandra Rocio Torrez, Bolivia
Alejandra received a WCN Zegeye Kibret
Memorial Scholarship. She has been organising
environmental education and outreach programs
in schools about the Andean Cat since 2008.
The National Bank of Kazakhstan
issued a silver coin featuring Pallas’ Cat

The Rufford Foundation is supporting Mariya's
project titled
Specification of the status of the Pallas' Cat
(Otocolobus manul) in Uzbekistan
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What’s in a cat’s name?
The Andean Cat (Leopardus jacobita)
Jim SANDERSON

H

ave you ever wondered what goes into a cat’s name? I’m not referring to the common name here
but the Latin binomial – the genus and species designation.

There are several ways to arrange the cats. One way is to place morphologically similar cats
together. Another way is to group closely related cats. Linnaeus first proposed organizing the plants,
animals, and minerals in a hierarchical way. In 1758, he formally described the first cat, the lion, to
science using his system. It’s not that people did not know what a lion was. What Linnaeus did was
to place the lion within a systematic framework of all animals. First, Linnaeus put all cats in genus
Felis. Second, he then assigned the lion the Latin binomial Felis leo, and third he provided a
description of the lion in Latin. Henceforth, these three requirements were required to properly
describe a species.
In the beginning, all cats were placed in genus Felis. By 1792 however, other genera were in use.
For instance, Lynx lynx appeared and is still used today. Suffice to say that until recently, cats that
were physically, or morphologically, similar were grouped together. Today relatedness is used to
organize the cats into different groups, or genera. Obviously there are significant differences between
genera and because cats are conservative (improving on perfection requires only small tweaks now
and then), it was exceedingly difficult to understand the connection between the bones and the blood
(morphology and relatedness). This is why some cats are placed in different genera now than they
were just 10 years ago. For example, the Puma, the Cheetah, and the Jaguarundi are now
recognized to be closely related. Their morphology is similar in some respects – small heads, long
tails – but different in others. Ten years ago, no one would have placed all three in a single lineage
but today we do.

An Andean Cat in Salar de Surire Natural Monument,
a Biosphere Reserve in Chile. Photo: Jim Sanderson
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In 1865 the Italian scientist Emilio Cornalia described the Andean Cat to science from a skin that was
brought to Milan, Italy, by a colleague who had traveled in South America. Cornalia wrote:
Questa nuova specie io chiamerò Felis o Leopardus jacobita in onore di Jacobita
Mantegazza, donna d'ogni pregio ornata, figlia del libero suolo di Colombo, che, scelta
l'Europa a nuova patria, fu generosa di parecchi oggetti alle raccolte del nostro civico
Museo.
My colleague Francesco Rovero has kindly translated this into English:
I will call this new species Felis or Leopardus jacobita in honor of Jacobita Mantegazza,
who came from America and chose Europe as a new home, and generously provided
many pieces to our collection at the civic museum.
Note that Cornalia used the name jacobita, and explained why he chose this name. Little did he
realize that 150 years later controversy would emerge and the good name of Mrs. Mantegazza would
have to be defended.
Somehow the name changed. In the 4th edition of Mammal Species of the World: A Taxonomic and
Geographic Reference edited by Don E. Wilson and DeeAnn M. Reeder the Latin binomial of the
Andean Cat is given as Leopardus jacobitus. Because Wilson & Reeder, as we know this book, has
become the standard reference used (sometimes blindly it seems) by students, professors, editors,
and authors the Latin names therein are to be used.
I noticed that the very nice 2007 Scientific American article on the Felidae by my colleagues Stephen
O’Brien and Warren Johnson employed the name L. jacobitus. I found this to be very odd, and
assumed it was in error. Soon afterward I received several papers on the Andean Cat, some already
published and some I was asked to review for publication. All used jacobitus.
Something was very wrong. When, where, and why was the name changed to jacobitus? Who
committed this egregious error? And worse still, why were my colleagues accepting it without a fight?
This last question is easy to answer: because they do not know the rules by which species are
named, they have never read the original description though they cite it all the time, and they accept
what they read. You can see the true depth of the problem revealed by replacing an ending “a” with
“us” and it goes well beyond the issue of a scientific name. But getting back to the problem at hand.
Though I do not know who decided to change the name – a peerreviewed scientific publication is
required – the name was changed. What was the justification for the name change?
There is something called The International Code of Zoological Nomenclature
(http://www.iczn.org/iczn/index.jsp), now in its 4th edition. The first appeared in 1961, almost a
century after Cornalia first described the Andean Cat. Let's use The International Code of Zoological
Nomenclature to learn what it tells us about jacobita and jacobitus. The Code is arranged into
Chapters; within each chapter are articles. Without more detail let’s look at Chapter 7 in The
International Code of Zoological Nomenclature.
Chapter 7. Formation and treatment of names
Article 34. Mandatory changes in spelling consequent upon changes in rank or
combination.
34.1. Familygroup names. The suffix of a familygroup name must be changed when the
taxon denoted by the name is raised or lowered in rank; the author and date of the name
remain unchanged [Arts. 23.3.1, 29.2, 50.3.1].
This Article does not apply here.
Article 34.2. Speciesgroup names. The ending of a Latin or latinized adjectival or
participial speciesgroup name must agree in gender with the generic name with which it
is at any time combined [Art. 31.2]; if the gender ending is incorrect it must be changed
accordingly (the author and date of the name remain unchanged [Art. 50.3.2]).
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This tells us that endings should match. Thus, the ending of jacobit should be the same as the us in
Leopardus so that the genders agree. Therefore we should use jacobitus and the issue appears to
be resolved.
But wait! Could there be more subtle issues involved? Scientific arguments are like legal arguments:
we must support our case, while at the same time eliminating all other cases – systematically,
methodologically, and above all we must remove every single shred of doubt.

The truth revealed
Are there other Articles that might also apply or usurp some Articles? We must dig deeper still.
Article 34.2.1. If a speciesgroup name is a noun in apposition its ending need not agree
in gender with the generic name with which it is combined and must not be changed to
agree in gender with the generic name [Art. 31.2.1].
Could jacobita be a noun in apposition? To investigate this we must refer back to Cornalia’s original
first description written in Italian. Fortunately, the excerpt above is all you need to know. That single
sentence, resurrected from antiquity, dusted off and translated into English arms us with the weapon
to slay this monster for good. Or does it?
Article 34.2.1 says that if the species name is derived from a proper noun, then it cannot be changed
(the proper term is “cannot be declined” or “is not declinable”). So where does the name jacobita
come from? Well, you already know: it comes from the name of a woman and is thus a proper noun,
a noun in apposition.
Ah, but there is one more Article that we must also investigate, a possible trump card. Article 31.1
also applies here.
Article 31. Speciesgroup names.
31.1. Speciesgroup names formed from personal names. A speciesgroup name formed
from a personal name may be either a noun in the genitive case, or a noun in apposition
(in the nominative case), or an adjective or participle [Art. 11.9.1].
31.1.1. A speciesgroup name, if a noun in the genitive case formed from a personal
name that is Latin, or from a modern personal name that is or has been latinized, is to be
formed in accordance with the rules of Latin grammar.
The argument could be made that the name should have been written jacobitae. This spelling shows
clearly that the name is based on a personal name in the genitive case. In fact, The International
Code of Zoological Nomenclature recommends that personal names not be used as nouns in
apposition if the species name could be confused with the name of an author. I hope that it is not
possible to confuse the name Jacobita with Cornalia.

Conclusion
As Dr. Alfred L. Gardner of the USGS Patuxent Wildlife Research Center and National Museum of
Natural History, and authority of The Code told me:
I suggest that the next time the name is used in a taxonomic paper, the author clearly
state the origin and that it is a noun in apposition. Leopardus jacobitus is clearly wrong.
Jacobita is a feminine diminutive of Jacob.
From Cornalia’s original 1865 description of the Andean Cat and by The International Code of
Zoological Nomenclature, Article 34.2.1, jacobita is a proper noun derived from a person's name, and
cannot be declined.
Though the common name might change (Andean Cat, Andean Mountain Cat), and the genus name
might change (Felis, Oreailurus, Leopardus), the species name will always and forever remain
jacobita.
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Wild cat ambassadors
Valerie FACE

R

ob and Barbara Dicely, of the Wild Cat Education and
Conservation Fund in California, give educational
presentations using wild cat ambassadors, large and small.
They also bring cats to fund raising events that support wildlife
conservationists. They describe each cat's traits and habitat,
explain threats the cats face in the wild and suggest ways that
people can help prevent their extinction.
The Dicelys raise their cats from kittenhood and spend many
hours socializing and training them. Since the cats are
comfortable with their trainers the audience may see
delightful behavior, but each show is ultimately whatever the
cats make it. All cats have good and bad days, and Barbara
points out that, like any house cat, her ambassadors can't
be made to do something they don't want to do. Rob and
Barbara Dicely and their cats educate the public and support
wild cat conservation efforts globally.
I value memories from the presentations:

 a frisky Bobcat climbing its trainer and twitching its tail
 a Fishing Cat that is strong and stocky but disarmingly shy
 graceful Caracals with impressive ear tufts
 darkeyed Ocelots that hang from a branch upsidedown or climb down a pole headfirst
 a Geoffroy's Cat switching between burning curiosity
and an urge to hide

 a Serval that jumps more than three meters into the air,
or jumps down off the presentation table, wanting to be
enticed back with a treat

 a purring Cheetah that can be heard without a
microphone

 a Leopard leaping into its trainer's arms
 the intense stare of a muscular Puma that likes to
maintain physical contact with its trainer for security
The beauty and individuality of these cats reminds me of our
duty to protect their wild cousins that most people never see. I
don't want to live in a world without wild cats. We owe it to
future generations to ensure their world also has all species
of wild cats.
Rob Dicely with an Ocelot (top left), and a Fishing Cat (right).
Note that all cats are always on a leash.
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News from the Wild
Fishing Cat in India
Fishing Cats (Prionailurus viverrinus) are strongly tied to marshlands. In India, marshlands are
regarded as "wastelands" and are thus subjected to degradation. Tiasa has been working on Fishing
Cats in humandominated landscapes, outside protected areas in the eastern states of West Bengal
and Orissa for the past five years. She recorded that 27 Fishing Cats were killed in 16 months during
2010 and 2011, attributed to retaliatory killing because the community perceived that the cats would
harm their poultry and goats.
Tiasa's study shows that goats appear in less than 5% of the cat's diet, while close to 70% of its diet
comes from rodent pests. Thus, having these cats around are benefiting smallscale farmers. The
key to their persistence lies in working closely with the community to increase tolerance and
ownership towards Fishing Cats.
Tiasa is involving local youth in camera
trapping efforts to
1) monitor presence of Fishing Cats in the
landscape, and
2) prove that they do not prey on livestock by
using camera traps,
3) understand social, economic and political
factors that might change the landuse
pattern that is currently giving refuge to
Fishing Cats, as well as
4) create interest of policy makers towards
Fishing Cat conservation.
Text by Tiasa Adhya; Photo by Partha Dey

Fishing Cat in Nepal
Until last year, Fishing Cats were known to be present only inside some of the protected areas in the
Nepal Terai. For the first time, Sagar Dahal documented Fishing Cats also outside a protected area.
In early November last year, he deployed camera
traps along the Banganga River and near the
Jagdishpur Reservoir, located in southwestern
Nepal.
The
Jagdishpur
Reservoir
was
constructed for the purpose of irrigation in the
early 1970s and is surrounded by cultivated land.
The area is approximately 225 ha in size
including wetlands. His camera traps recorded
four photos of Fishing Cats until end of
December.

Now Sagar wants to find out whether Fishing Cats
also persist in other unprotected humandominated
areas in the Terai, and which threats they face there.
Text and photos by Sagar Dahal
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Pallas’ Cat in Kazakhstan
Anna Barashkova coordinates the Pallas'
Cat Study and Conservation Program of
the "Siberian Environmental Center",
based in Novosibirsk, Russia. The
program was started in 2004 in order to
support and develop initiatives dedicated
to the study of Pallas' Cat (Otocolobus
manul), and to collect data pertaining to its
true conservation status. In collaboration
with other organizations and volunteers,
Anna and her team conducted interview
surveys and snowtracking research from
2004 to 2011 in all main regions of Russia
where Pallas' Cats live, viz in the Altai,
Tyva and Buryatia Republics, and in Zabaikalsky Krai. They entered the data obtained during this
work into a GIS data base, and estimated population densities in main habitats.
Since 2009 they also study Pallas' Cat in Kazakhstan, and until 2013 conducted reconnaissance
research in the western, southeastern and northeastern provinces to compare modern situation
with literature data from mid 20th century. They interviewed local people, field biologists and hunters
all over the country, and used
camera traps and snowtracking in
sample
sites.
Northeastern
Kazakhstan proved to be the most
important habitat for Pallas' Cats in
the country, as from there they
obtained most of the data. From
2013 onwards they organized
thorough investigations of this part
of the country. The main objectives
of this research are to
1) study factors influencing Pallas'
Cat distribution such as landscape
features, snow cover, and prey
availability; and
2) clarify actual and potential
threats.
The study area is a huge hilly landscape in the central Kazakhstan Upland, Kalba Altai, Tarbagatai
and South Altai mountain ranges. In 2013 and 2014, they walked transects from north to south in the
eastern part of the Central Kazakhstan Upland so as to include different zones from steppes to
deserts. They recorded Pallas' Cats in three sites, and obtained data on their presence in other sites
via interviewing and field observations. Last year, they deployed camera traps in the northern slopes
of Tarbagatai Ridge. Now they plan to check the cameras in May to
June and also to expand camera trapping research farther to the east,
within the Zaissan Lake depression. They want to involve and inspect
different types of habitats in order to find out how and why Pallas' Cat
inhabits eastern Kazakhstan. Their preliminary results indicate that the
cats may be rarer in Kazakhstan than in Russia. They plan to estimate
the number of Pallas' Cats in limited areas, and are distributing
educational material to local people about Pallas' Cat.
Text, map and photos by Anna Barashkova
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Rustyspotted Cat in Sri Lanka
The Rustyspotted Cat (Prionailurus rubiginosus) is the world’s
smallest wild cat. Last year, Chandika Jayaratne observed their
behavior in the offshow enclosures of the Zoological Gardens of
Colombo. He also installed camera traps inside the enclosures. The
photos show them mostly active at night, but so nimble and quick
that they vanished once the cameras triggered. It's been a real
challenge to get them on camera as they are minute in size.
Now Chandika and his team are selecting a suitable location in the
wild to duplicate this behavioral study using camera traps. So far,
the most interesting and common statement of local people is that
Rustyspotted Cats feed on domestic cats. Villagers living close to
Udawalawe National Park and also near an estate told them so.
Text and photo by Chandika Jayaratne

African Golden Cat in Uganda
African Golden Cats (Caracal aurata) are Africa's most poorly known cats.
They catch rodents, but often also prey on chickens, goats, sheep and
dogs. This brings them into conflict with local people. It’s no surprise that
the cats are always on the losing end of these conflicts.
In 2010, Badru Mugerwa recorded African Golden Cats, both light and
dark color morphs, in the Bwindi Impenetrable National Park. Conflicts
between the cats and local people arise at the edge of the park. Badru
interviews local people as he wants to understand how they deal with the
conflicts. The science questions Badru investigates for his degree
program will arise from his conservation efforts.
Text and photo by Badru Mugerwa

Blackfooted Cat in South Africa
The Blackfooted Cat (Felis nigripes) is the world’s second
smallest wild cat and the smallest cat in Africa. Alex Sliwa, a
German zoologist started the radiocollaring study on the first
individuals already in December 1992 and has continued with
this research together with likeminded colleagues up to the
current year. With 23 years running this has been one of the
longest running projects on a small cat species. More than 60
Blackfooted Cats have been captured and collared over 100
times. The most significant results stemming from this long
term study is data on the ecology of the species, like home
range sizes, home range use, social organization, food habits,
but also mortality, longevity, dispersal, and reproduction of this
cat population on Benfontein Nature Reserve, eight km
southeast of Kimberley, central South Africa.
In 2008, the Blackfooted Cat Working Group (BFCWG) has been founded and currently consists of
seven members, mostly biologists and veterinarians from South Africa, Namibia, Germany and the
USA. The BFCWG functions as a central information source for queries, and also gathers all records
for the species throughout its distribution. Since 2009, a second study area has been established in
the Great Karoo 20 km south of De Aar, on private lands used for both sheep and game production.
The longterm comparison of the study areas and their management is crucial for formulating
conservation strategies for safeguarding this naturally rare species, which is currently being
reassessed for the IUCN Red List. In the last assessment of 2008 it was ranked Vulnerable.
Text and photo by Alex Sliwa
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Lynx in the UK
A new group, the Lynx UK Trust, recently announced plans to carry out a trial reintroduction of
Eurasian Lynx (Lynx lynx) in the UK; although short on habitat, the UK offers an incredible deer
overpopulation and considerable resulting forest damage, it is hoped
that reintroduction can return vital ecological functions dependent on
apex predators, with the high density of prey resulting in relatively
small territories and hunting ranges. The news created quite a
sensation within the UK with all of the national press carrying stories,
and the words "Eurasian Lynx" trending on social networks as the most
talked about news of the day. Newspaper polls recorded support of
89% from the general public, and the Trust will be announcing results
from a public survey which received over 9,000 responses. Formal
applications for trial reintroductions to release sites in Scotland,
England and Wales are currently being completed, with reintroductions
planned by drawing individuals from the Carpathian population.
The Trust's advisors include Paul O'Donoghue, Jim Sanderson, Erwin van Maanen and forestry
expertise from the University of Cumbria. Support is also provided by veterinary and media
specialists, with international law firm Clifford Chance providing legal support probono. Steve Piper

Wildcat in Scotland
The Wildcat Haven (WH) project in the West Highlands of Scotland has reported considerable
success in preventing hybridisation and creating large threatfree zones for existing populations of
Wildcats. Utilising a trapneuterreturn methodology they have confirmed almost 500 square miles of
remote peninsulas appear to be kittenfree and diseasefree. The welfare friendly approach has
gathered widespread support from media and welfare groups, with the local general public, animal
welfare charities, feral cat feeders, pet cat owners, farmers and shooting estates all enthusiastically
supporting the project with resources, land access and help in monitoring Wildcats and feral cats.
The local pet cat population has also been included with WH vets offering free clinics for pet cat
neutering, inoculations and health checks. A number of potential Wildcats live in the area and are
entering the final stages of genetic testing for purity by Dr. Paul O'Donoghue with results expected
later this year.
What you need to know : The Wildcat has become a point of considerable controversy in the UK
with media support greatly raising public awareness of the species leading to demands for
government to react. Unfortunately the action plan drawn up has met considerable criticism internally
and externally from conservationists and scientists, which have been widely reported in the media.
Recently, a government plan to take pure examples into captivity has met considerable reaction from
welfare groups and the general public as the plan has ignored the neutering results from the Wildcat
Haven project, and failed to produce any clear scientific justification for the action such as a national
population survey or assessment of threat levels.
Steve Piper

Guigna in Chile

Pampas Cat in Perú
The Guigna (Leopardus
guigna) is the smallest cat
in South America and
inhabits temperate rain
forests.

In Perú, the Pampas Cat (L. pajeros) lives in the
Puna grasslands, Andean forest, valleys and dry
forest. Álvaro GarcíaOlaechea also recorded a
Pampas Cat in the mangroves San Pedro de
Vice close to the
Pacific Coast.

Constanza Napolitano is
currently
investigating Now Álvaro is setting
disease transmission of up camera traps in a
domestic cats to Guignas unique dry forest. (JS)
in Chile. (JS)
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Wild cats on postage stamps
Marci JARVIS and Jim SANDERSON

T

he world’s postage stamps feature many subjects. Wildlife of all kinds is often depicted. North
American wildfowl featured on US stamps are particularly colorful, very accurately depicted, and
are popular collectibles. Many countries have issued postage stamps featuring native wildlife, however
there is no rule that says local wildlife is all that can be illustrated. For instance, Madagascar issued a
snow leopard postage stamp. Pumas have appeared on postage stamps issued by several African nations.
Some people collect postage stamps of one kind or another. For the last two decades we have been
collecting postage stamps featuring wild cats. We get them from colleagues and friends all over the
world. Whenever one of us is out of the country we visit the local post office to inspect their offerings.
It’s probably impossible to collect all the wild cat postage stamps, but our collections are substantial.
One of us, MJ, is the editor of Cat Mews, a biannual newsletter devoted to cats, including domestic
cats, on postage stamps. Not surprisingly, there are far more postage stamps depicting domestic cat
breeds than wild cats. Moreover, and not unexpectedly, big cats have been featured on far more
postage stamps than small cats.
Lions have been featured on more than 900 postage
stamps, followed by Tigers on more than 700, Leopards
more than 600, Jaguars 220, and Cheetahs more than 200.
Only Ocelots and Eurasian Lynx separate Pumas and Snow
Leopards in the top 9. The Critically Endangered Iberian
Lynx is 21st on the list. Rather than go through the entire list
of cat postage stamps, let’s focus on those six wild cats that
are IUCN Red List Endangered: Andean Cat, Bay Cat,
Fishing Cat, Flatheaded Cat, Snow Leopard, and Tiger.

Find the errors
There are three errors on these
postage stamps issued by Perú.
Can you find them?

The two big cats, Tiger and Snow Leopard, are depicted on
more than 700 and 131 stamps, respectively. Far down on
the list is the Fishing Cat depicted on 14 stamps, Flat
headed Cat on eight stamps, Andean Cat on six stamps,
and the Bay Cat that stands alone as the only wild cat that
has never appeared on a postage stamp. The Bay Cat holds
a second dubious distinction: it was the last cat to be
described and since its description in the late 1800s no new
cats have been discovered.
This lack of awareness also holds true for the scientific
literature. There are far more publications on the big cats
than on the small cats. The analysis of wild cats depicted on
postage stamps tells us what we already know: the big cats
are widely recognized and the small cats suffer from a lack
of awareness. What else is new, right?
The answers are on the last page.
Interested in wild cat stamps?
Join the Cats on Stamps Study Unit. Keep current with the latest wild and domestic cats issued.
We’re affiliated with the American Philatelic Society (APS) and the American Topical Association
(ATA).
Ask for a free pdf copy
of the award winning
journal.
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Announcements
Wild Cat Conservation and Research Program
This is an international academic support program in wild cat conservation and research for MSc and
PhD students.
Where:

GeorgAugustUniversität Göttingen, Germany

Language:

all classes taught in English

Degree options: Master of Science, Master of International Nature Conservation (MINC) is a double
degree program between University of Göttingen and Lincoln University in New
Zealand and requires two years.
PhD Biodiversity, Ecology and Evolution requires three years.
Contacts:

PD Dr. Matthias Waltert, Privatdozent (equivalent to Associate Professor), Email:
mwalter@gwdg.de
Dr. Igor Khorozyan, Alexander von Humboldt postdoctoral scientist, Email:
igor.khorozyan@biologie.unigoettingen.de

Address:

Workgroup Endangered Species Conservation, J. F. Blumenbach Institute of
Zoology and Anthropology
GeorgAugustUniversität Göttingen
Bürgerstrasse 50, 37073 Göttingen, Germany

Cost:

There is no tuition cost for GeorgAugustUniversität Göttingen. The average
accommodation at a dorm or a private house in Göttingen is 200400 € per month.
Food cost is 300400 € per month. There is no need for private transportation so
you do not need a car. A semester fee of 250 € pays for cultural fees and public
transportation within the city and also regional trains in the Lower Saxony Province.
Money for traveling for leisure and entertainment is not considered here and should
be estimated by the applicant separately. We estimate total monthly costs to be
approximately 9001000 €. Remember you must live, eat, and travel no matter
where you are. Medical and incident insurance of 50100 € per month is essential
in Germany. Many scholarships, but not all, pay insurance to students so this
payment must be considered in advance.

Scholarships:

The scholarships offered by the university are limited, therefore searching for
donors in Germany and the European Union, students’ home countries and
international programs is highly encouraged. An extensive database of German
foundations giving scholarships can be found here. The most common PhD
scholarships for international students in Germany are the German Academic
Exchange Service (DAAD) and Erasmus Mundus. DAAD provides 1000 € per
month and Erasmus Mundus 1500 € per month. These scholarship programs are
all inclusive. MSc scholarships provide less, about 800 € per month. DAAD and
Erasmus Mundus scholarships are quite generous considering the above costs.
Other scholarships are also available.

Note that the policy of the university is that an applicant first prepares a proposal that must satisfy co
supervisors Dr. Waltert and Dr. Khorozyan. A letter is then written that gives the applicant the right to
apply for a scholarship. When the scholarship is secured, the applicant registers with the university
under Dr. Waltert or Dr. Khorozyan's supervision. Scholarships are not for field research,
conservation, or outreach projects. Additional funding should be arranged separately after the
applicant is admitted to the university for a MSc or PhD program.
Expectations:

Students attracted to this program are expected to excel in classes and
encouraged to complete their field work in their home country. We believe that
research is necessary but not sufficient to save wild cats.
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Research for purely academic interests or to satisfy one’s curiosity is discouraged. We believe
conservation actions motivate interesting and valuable research questions that when answered
enable more effective conservation. Research should focus on resolving conservation issues and be
of practical value.
How to apply:

PhD students can only be officially enrolled at the GeorgAugustUniversität, if they
have secured financial support such as a scholarship or a fellowship.

Personal money cannot be used for enrollment. Prospective students should prepare and send to Dr.
Waltert and Dr. Khorozyan a proposal for their MSc or PhD project. This is usually an iterative
process of continual proposal improvement. There is no accept or reject of a proposal. Most likely,
every proposal needs improvement. No standard form is required, but the proposal must include the
following parts: Background, Goals and objectives, Methods, Anticipated results and output, Team,
Timetable, Planned budget, Fundraising activities, and References.
Prospective students must have sufficient knowledge, skills, and capacities to accomplish the project
aims in the time available. The proposal should be around 10 pages, and should include a curriculum
vitae. For the checklist of steps please see below.
Upon approval of the proposal a support letter is issued. This letter enables the student to apply for a
scholarship or fellowship. When the scholarship is received, the student comes to Göttingen and
starts working on fundraising for the field project. Most scholarships and fellowships support only
living expenses, travel to and from Göttingen, and other everyday expenses, but not the project itself.
For wild cat studies wellknown sources for funding include Panthera, National Geographic Big Cat
Initiative, and Mohamed bin Zayed Species Conservation Fund. Prospective applicants should try the
Terra Viva Grants Directory to find suitable grants for their projects. Students that work closely with
Dr. Sanderson are eligible for Wildlife Conservation Network scholarship programs.
When to apply: Applications for the winter semester that begins in October should be submitted in
early May. Check above university websites for application deadlines. It implies that
the envisaged MSc or PhD project is approved by the supervisors and the
scholarship or fellowship is obtained before May.
Associated programs: The cochairs of the IUCN Cat Specialist Group offer a onemonth all
expenses paid field program in Switzerland each summer. Participants will gain
field and classroom experience in camera trapping, capturing and fitting
transmitters on Eurasian Lynx, Wolves and Bears roaming the greater Swiss
landscape.
We are also actively seeking a site to establish a permanent longterm conservation and research
program involving several species of wild cats and local communities interacting with these cats.
Students will learn field techniques such as camera trapping, telemetry, and how to carry out
conservation actions with communities to minimize threats to wild cats. All students will have the
opportunity to participate and contribute to this longterm program. A list of current projects can be
found on pages Team and Research.
Dr. Igor Khorozyan's longlasting research interests include everything that would be helpful for
preservation of wild cats, other carnivores and their prey. These fields include noninvasive field

Wildlife Conservation Network Scholarship Program
The Wildlife Conservation Network (WCN) scholarship program invests in the next
generation of conservation leaders by providing grants for graduate education to students
who are committed to working on wildlife conservation in their home countries. The Sidney
Byers Scholarship, Pat J. Miller Scholarship, and Handsel Scholarship have supported
students from Africa, Asia, Eastern Europe and Latin America. WCN has so far awarded 72
scholarships to promising conservationists from 30 countries.
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research techniques, humancarnivore conflicts, coexistence between local people and wildlife,
development and application of researchbased conservation solutions. His current projects are
dedicated to the descriptive and predictive modeling of conflicts between humans and seven species
of big cats and the use of livestock collars to mitigate leopard predation in rural environments of Iran.
He is also active in postgraduate teaching and cosupervision of Msc and PhD students. See more
information on Igor’s personal webpage.
Dr. Matthias Waltert teaches Conservation Biology, International Nature Conservation and Wildlife
Assessment. His past research focuses mainly on the Old World Tropics (Africa, Asia). As a senior
lecturer and researcher, he wishes to promote students who are willing to work on the interface
between science and management, by pushing informed decision making and involving stakeholders
at regional levels. He especially appreciates committed young conservationists to engage in existing
or initiate new governmental and nongovernmental conservation programs.
Dr. Jim Sanderson, Guest lecturer, adjunct, field program advisor. Jim is the founder and director of
the Small Wild Cat Conservation Foundation. He is interested in the conservation of all wildlife,
especially small wild cats. He works with students and colleagues working on the conservation of
small wild cats around the world. He is a member of the IUCN Cat Specialist Group, a Fellow of the
Wildlife Conservation Network, on the review team of the Mohamed bin Zayed Species Conservation
Fund, and the Feline Conservation Federation.
Application checklist for enrollment in the PhD study program Biodiversity and Ecology:
1) The applicant's formal application for enrollment in the PhD program. "...herewith I apply for
enrollment...". Please indicate the time, when you want to enroll (summer or winter term). The
application must be signed.
2) Complete CV in table form, including all school and academic education steps with date of start
and end. Also include professional and/or scientific activities in the field of biodiversity and ecology.
The CV must be signed.
3) Submit academic transcripts showing an applicant has successfully completed the BSc program,
and for PhD applicants, the MSc program.
4) A signed statement indicating the applicant has not enrolled in another PhD program, or, for those
applicants already previously enrolled in a PhD program, reasons why the applicant decided to
change programs, or abandoned the program.
5) Statement of the supervisor of the intended dissertation research program regarding the
acceptance of the applicant as a PhD student, about the availability of resources regarding work
place, equipment, and financial support during the 3yearperiod of the PhD study program. This
statement must be signed by the supervisor.
6) Applicant's letter of motivation: please write a statement about your motivation for enrollment in the
PhD program Biodiversity and Ecology at the University of Göttingen. Sign the statement.
7) English language certificate or equivalent documents that prove the applicant's capability of
sufficient English knowledge, which enables her/him to follow the study courses without difficulties,
and to be able to write the dissertation thesis in English language (e.g., online TOEFL of at least 83
points or equivalent certificates). Please indicate all your English language capability, list in table
form and add documents.
8) Please indicate financing of your subsistence during your stay in Germany.
Apply to:

GeorgAugust Universität Göttingen
Zentrum für Biodiversitätsforschung & Ökologie
PD Dr. D. Gansert, Email: dganser@gwdg.de
Untere Karspüle 2
D37073 Göttingen

Small Wild Cat Conservation News, Inaugural volume, May 2015

18

First International Fishing Cat Conservation Symposium
This symposium is organized by the
in association with

and

supported by the Department of National Parks and Wildlife Conservation
and

Initially the symposium was scheduled to take off right now in southeastern Nepal, while I'm writing
these lines. But the Himalayas suddenly thwarted our plans. When the earthquakes happened, the
temples fell to rubbles, the people died, houses became too dangerous to stay in and roads too
precarious to travel on. So we decided unanimously to postpone the symposium to 25–29 November
and stick to the venue in the Koshi Bird Observatory, Nepal.
The symposium is conceived as an opportunity for exchanging experiences gained by wildlife
biologists and conservationists who work in Fishing Cat related projects.

Our program:
– a session with presentations about ongoing and recently started Fishing Cat projects;
– a twoday planning session to develop the first Fishing Cat Conservation Strategy;
– a field visit to Himalayan Nature's Fishing Cat conservation project site; and
– a training workshop on processing camera trap data with Jim Sanderson.
We expect about 30 Working Group members and affiliates coming from Nepal, India, Sri Lanka,
Bangladesh, Cambodia, Malaysia, USA, UK, and Germany. The symposium participants will develop
the Fishing Cat Conservation Strategy, which aims at:
– Ensuring the future of wild Fishing Cats through integrated wetland conservation;
– Raising awareness and stimulate positive attitudes towards Fishing Cat conservation;
– Contributing to building Fishing Cat conservation capacities.
This strategy will serve as a guideline for future Fishing Cat conservation projects and be
implemented by the symposium’s participants.

Your Support:
We highly appreciate YOUR support for expenses, including travel of participants to the venue,
accommodation and food, workshop material, and publication of symposium proceedings. Jim kindly
offered to collect your taxdeductable donations through the Wildlife Conservation Network. Please
select: "Small Cats" in the drop down list.
(AA)
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First International Small Wild Cat Conservation Summit
The First International Small Wild Cat Conservation Summit is taking shape and form. This will be the
first in what is expected to become a popular forum for all those conservationists working in small
wild cat conservation globally. Start saving your spare change for a 5 day meeting to be held where
participants will give presentations, interact with each other, see more wild cats than you have ever
seen before, and plan a global small cat conservation strategy. Anyone interested in small wild cat
conservation should plan on attending. We expect to have around 20 participants and will be
applying to donor agencies to support travel, food and lodging costs, etc. As usual we expect finding
support to be difficult so start saving some money to attend.
Following the first summit the place name will become the name of the summit. This follows the
adoption of the name Davos used to refer to the World Economic Forum that is held in Davos,
Switzerland each year.

Book Review
Gabrielle ADELMAN

Small Wild Cats. The Animal Answer Guide
James G. Sanderson and Patrick Watson
Johns Hopkins University Press 2011
When an author has a deep and thorough knowledge of a topic, and a
heartfelt enthusiasm for the subject, he or she can turn out a very readable
book. This is the case with Dr. Sanderson's Small Wild Cats. The large
amount of original research that is included could qualify it as a textbook; the
engaging writing style, like that of a good friend who happens to be a world
expert, and wants to share his enthusiasm with you, makes it a fun, quick
read; and the wonderful color photos of rare cats, many species of which
have only been seen by a few dozen people, give this book aesthetic
appeal. Like a very good movie, it is not overlong, and leaves the reader
fired up about something: in my case, a desire to help with the conservation
of these many species of highlyevolved and wondrous animals.
The errors on the postage stamps
There are two errors associated with the small cat on the postage stamp issued in Perú.
1) The Latin name of the Andean Cat is Leopardus jacobita, not jacobitus.
2) The cat depicted is a Pampas Cat (Leopardus pajeros). We know this for
several reasons. The Pampas Cat has a red nose; the Andean Cat’s nose is black.
The Pampas Cat has horizontal black stripes on its forelegs that the Andean Cat
lacks. The tail of the Andean Cat is larger in diameter than that of the Pampas Cat.
The Pampas Cat’s fur color appears to be rustybrown. The Andean Cat has gray
background fur. Nevertheless this is a lovely small cat.
Álvaro GarcíaOlaechea pointed out another error: the Tapir species depicted on
the stamp is not the Mountain Tapir (Tapirus pinchaque) that has white lips, white
ear tips, and no crest. Instead, the stamp shows the Brazilian Tapir (T. terrestris)
that has a crest and no white lips or ear tips.
Three errors on two postage stamps are unusual indeed. Could this issue with so
many errors become a valuable collector’s item? I hope so, I have the stamp in my
collection.
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